Hier die Zusammenfassung eines aktuellen Forschungsbeitrags tber

Arthur Sullivans Leistungen als Musikdramatiker.

Den vollstdndigen Text in deutscher Sprache finden Sie

auf den Seiten 69 — 84 in dem Buch

Arthur Sullivan

Herausgegeben von Ulrich Tadday

Heft 151 der Reihe Musik-Konzepte
edition text + kritik, Miinchen 2011.

Siehe zu dem Aspekt auch die Beitrége in

SullivanPerspektiven |

Arthur Sullivans Opern, Kantaten, Orchester- und Sakralmusik
Herausgegeben von Albert Gier / Meinhard Saremba / Benedict Taylor

Oldib-Verlag, Essen 2012.

Arthur Sullivan als Musikdramatiker

Arthur Sullivan was without doubt the most cosmopolitan British musician of his day. As a music
dramatist, Sullivan’s accomplishments are not fundamentally different from other dramatic
composers often cited as influences (albeit, influencing different aspects of his works): Handel,
Mozart, Rossini, Marschner, Lortzing, Mendelssohn, Auber and Berlioz. The breadth of that list,
however, is remarkable. Where Sullivan excelled most of these, though, was his ability to execute
the evident conviction that a libretto was not merely a story to be set to music, but rather as dry
bones needing to be fleshed out and brought to life through his music and its engagement with the
audience. Even at moments when his librettist (especially Gilbert) seems to lose interest in a
character, Sullivan invests his work with powerfully sympathetic genius, articulated through
calculated juxtaposition of musical style. The essay examines the »lyrical« and »prosaic« modes in
his major works as well as the dramatic pacing of Sullivan’s compositions (both for opera and
concert platform), e. g. in Ivanhoe, The Golden Legend and The Yeomen of the Guard.
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